
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Unitarian Church of South Australia Inc., founded 11 July 1854 Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Allen Kirby 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

Note: Services start at 10.30am at Norwood unless otherwise indicated 

Date Speaker and Topic Music 
March 26 Minister Kris Hanna – ‘The water service’ Brendan Moyse and  

Grant Shillabeer 
April 2 ** Note daylight saving ends…turn clocks back one hour**  

Kris Hanna — ‘To be or not to be …‘ 
Robyn Filmer 

April 9 
[Easter] 

Kris Hanna Margaret Lambert 

April 16 Kris Hanna Robyn Filmer 
April 23 John Eaton — ‘Regret, Reflections around Anzac Day’ Grant Shillabeer and  

Brendan Moyse 
April 30 Jennie Dyster Brendan Moyse 
May 7 Jennie Dyster Brendan Moyse 
May 14 Address: Aaron Poeze  

Leader: Jennie Dyster 
Margaret Lambert 

May 21 Address: Liellie McLaughlin from The Interfaith Forum 
Leader: John Hall 

Robyn Filmer 

May 28 Jennie Dyster Grant Shillabeer and  
Brendan Moyse 

June 4 To be confirmed Brendan Moyse 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

April 2 
~12.30pm 

‘A Touch of Mozart’ piano concert by Margaret Lambert and Brendan Moyse.  
See page 3 under Stream-of-Life for further details. 

 
REGULAR EVENTS 

 Contact 

Committee of Management 
meetings 

9am–10am 2nd Sunday unless advised (1 week later in April) Secretary/Office 

Words of Spirit  
(formerly Lectio Divina) 

6pm–7pm 3rd Wednesday monthly Jennie Dyster 

Terrace Singers 4pm–5.30pm Thursdays weekly (unless otherwise advised) Margaret Lambert 

Ruggers (Stream-of-Life) 10am–2pm 1st Monday monthly (no meeting April; May tba) Val Webb 

Moving meditation 2pm–3pm  Mondays weekly ($5 donation for SoL)  Jennie Dyster 

Community garden 10am Saturday weekly in Alfred Street, Norwood Jenny Warner 

Shady Grove bushcare 9am–12pm Due weather, refer to Bushcare, page 4 Jenny Warner 

Shady Grove cemetery care 9am–1pm Due weather, refer to Bushcare, page 4 Jenny Warner 

Contact the Church office on 0490 660 175 for further details, or the Church directory for contact details 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 Last October I took on the role of interim Minister for 
six months. The time has gone quickly, and I’ve enjoyed 
it and it’s been a joy to be of service to such a lovely group 
of people. The recent Special General Meeting decided 
for the current arrangement to continue on a long-term 
basis (ironic that there was no dissent among this group 
of dissenters!). 
 I need to focus on other matters in my life throughout 
May and June, so once I finish up after Easter, I will 
resume in July. For now, I sincerely thank all who have 
helped with services and all who have welcomed me so 
warmly. Take care of yourself—and each other. 

KRIS HANNA, Minister 
minister@unitariansa.org.au 

A QUICK WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 I am delighted that the vote to invite Kris Hanna to 
become our new minister was unanimously in favour of 
his appointment.  
 We have been very happy with his services and 
appreciated his efforts to get to know people at Norwood 
and Shady Grove. We were anxious to negotiate a 
contract with him before he takes leave so that there is no 
insecurity about the position during his absence. This 
explains the apparent haste in having the Special General 
Meeting. 
 I would like to acknowledge the concerns that people 
have about the lack of provision for proxy voting in the 
current Church Rules. The CoM acknowledges that some 
people have felt disenfranchised because attendance 
was required at the SGM, and it accepts the need to 
change the current rules to allow for maximum 
participation in our democratic process. The CoM will 
draft a suitable amendment to the rules to put to the 
congregation later in the year.    
 I trust those unable to attend the SGM are happy with 
the outcome. I am enjoying working with Kris on updating 
our communications and media presence and appreciate 
his wish to replace documents produced in the northern 
hemisphere and depicting people and places from there 
with those of our own. We have profited from our 
association with the British General Assembly and the 
UUA of the USA and will maintain those connections. 
However, we have been independent for more than 150 
years and our pamphlets and media posts should reflect 
our Australian identity! 
 Just on a personal note, I am still testing positive for 
Covid and have symptoms although I’m not very sick. 
Thanks for the calls and emails and I hope this doesn’t go 
on and on!  

JENNIE DYSTER, President 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (COM) AND  
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
 The CoM has met twice since the last newsletter went 
to press. The first meeting was on 12 February, with eight 
voting members present, and the second was on 
12 March, with seven voting members present. Two non-
voting members were also present at both meetings 
(Minister Kris Hanna and Secretary Mary Chase). 
 In February, the CoM voted to nominate Kris Hanna 
for the position of settled Minister and called for a Special 
General Meeting (SGM) of members to vote on his 
appointment. The SGM was held on 12 March, with 24 
voting members present, and the motion to appoint 
Kris Hanna as Minister was approved unanimously. Now, 
the executive of the CoM is in the process of developing 
a formal contract for Kris’s ongoing appointment.  
 In other business, the CoM approved a quote by 
Peter Monk for developing a new website (in February), 
and approved a new Communication Policy to govern 
how the church uses our website, social media and 
traditional communications (in March).  
 Also in February, the Treasurer provided a report on 
our main account balance over the past 12 months, 
showing the church’s finances were stable overall, and 
the CoM approved the recommencement of weekly 
Sunday Club sessions. 
 Also in March, the Vision sub-committee proposed two 
projects suggested at the brainstorming session held on 
29 January. The CoM approved these proposals to (1) 
organise a youth-led ‘garden to plate’ food event, and (2) 
fund an educational excursion to the Living Kaurna 
Cultural Centre at Warriparinga.  
 Lastly, the CoM also approved one new membership 
application. 
 As Easter falls on the second Sunday of April the next 
CoM meeting will be a week later—Sunday 16 April at 
9am in the manse. 

MARY CHASE, Administrative Secretary 
admin@unitariansa.org.au 

Minutes and all papers for CoM meetings are placed in the library once 
the minutes of that meeting have been ratified. 

ADMINISTRATION 
 Thanks to Kris, we have found a web designer, who is 
now working on creating a new, easy-to-update web page 
for us. To go along with this, a new Communication Policy 
for the Church was developed by Noel Fraser, 
Kris Hanna, Jennie Dyster and me, to help guide how we 
share information with each other and the wider world. 
We hope to make our website and social media profiles 
work better, while also continuing with our traditional 
forms of communication, like this newsletter. As Kris said 
in the last newsletter, our goal is to let everyone know 
what a wonderful offering we have here. 
 

MARY CHASE, Administrative Secretary 

OFFICE and MINISTER’S HOURS, CONTACT DETAILS 
The Administrative Secretary is Mary Chase. Office hours are 9am to 1pm on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

for administrative work, but may vary due to circumstances. 
Please send all emails concerning administration of the Church to admin@unitariansa.org.au 

Church office contact: mobile 0490 660 175 (or +61 490 660 175 overseas) 
Minister Kris Hanna is available by phone Mon & Tue 9am–1pm, Wed 1pm–5pm, Thu & Fri 9am–5pm 

mobile 0403 614 948, or via email minister@unitariansa.org.au 

STREAM-OF-LIFE (SoL) contact is Jenny Warner jswwow@gmail.com 
 

mailto:minister@unitariansa.org.au
mailto:admin@unitariansa.org.au
mailto:admin@unitariansa.org.au
mailto:minister@unitariansa.org.au
mailto:jswwow@gmail.com


ADELAIDE UNITARIAN APRIL—MAY 2023 PAGE 3 
 

VISION 
 Vision is back in action after an extended Covid-
initiated hiatus, along with the search process for our 
newly appointed minister. 
 Our team is now tighter, operating under new Terms 
of Reference (rules) approved by the CoM. 
 Our first significant activity was a well-attended 
interactive event to garner ideas from the congregation. 
The brainstorming for our future (which was held after the 
service on Sunday 29 January) was well attended. The 
event reflected the importance, hope and passion that 
many of us hold regarding the future of this church. 
 A good flow of information came from this too. There 
was a clear need to better service our youth. Views were 
expressed of various ways of reaching out and pulling in 
of the wider community. There was a degree of call for 
more social justice activities, how to serve and how to 
connect to other groups already working in this field. 
There were also donut requests. 
 Vision has discussed and proposed two relatively 
short-term ideas and are mulling over things that may take 
more time. We are always open to hearing your ideas. 
 One is Warriparinga in the Adelaide area of Marion. 
This is a major Kaurna campsite now managed by 
Southern Cultural Immersion, a Kaurna company. The 
idea is for some congregational members to have a 
learning and cultural experience there. Carpooling may 
be required. 
 The second planned idea is a Friday night ‘garden to 
the table’ dinner. We hope to have Sunday Club and our 
community garden involved as well so the whole process 
of food from planting to eating can be seen and 
understood. 
 More specific plans for these activities will soon be 
developed and publicised. 

Aaron Poeze (convenor), Jennie Dyster, 
John Hall, Noel Fraser, and Kris Hanna (ex officio) 

SUNDAY CLUB 
Program 
 To keep up to date with our activities, please contact 
David to join the Sunday Club Facebook group. 
Volunteering in Sunday Club 
 If you would like to assist with the children’s program, 
please contact David. It is fun and rewarding! 

DAVID FREESMITH, Sunday Club Coordinator 
0403 933 857 | dfreesmith@gmail.com 

BIRTHDAYS  
 The following members of our congregation celebrate 
their birthdays over the coming two months: 
               April              May 
Sophie Follett-Owler 
Katherine Hodgetts 
Pauline Rooney 
Stacey Roy 
Judy Tucker 
Sandy Marion Williams 

David Cole 
Brenda Coulter 
Yasmin Ismail 
Sherie Johns 
Cecilie Orenstein 
Marjory Welburn 
 

There is something truer and more real than what we 
can see with the eyes, and touch with the finger. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 

(Note: Concerns have been voiced about us publishing 
members’ birthdays because of potential misuse of 
private data. So, we have decided just to congratulate 
members on a month-by-month basis, with surnames in 
alphabetical order.)   

ERAN BINENBAUM  
binenbaume@gmail.com 

PASTORAL CARE 
 In need of pastoral support? Please contact one of the 
members of the Pastoral Care committee: 
 

John Hall 0422 534 782 Christine Mason 0421 027 376 
Helen Hall 0403 838 930 Jennie Dyster 0428 820 658 
Sandy 
Schultheis 0422 307 444   

 
PERSONALIA 
 After a nasty fall on a fiendishly hot Thursday in 
February, Jane Brummitt can now proudly boast her 
success in walking over 90 steps. This is no mean feat; 
some of the burns were very deep and must have been 
dreadfully painful. Skin graftings have mostly been 
successful and we hope to see Jane beginning rehab at 
Hampstead soon. 
 Several other church members are going through very 
tough times. We wish you well, and trust you know you 
are not alone should you need support, a friend, or 
assistance in any way. 
 
STREAM OF LIFE (SOL) 
‘A Touch of Mozart’ concert on 2 April at ~12.30pm 
 Stay after the service on 2 April and enjoy the piano 
concert brought to you by Margaret Lambert and 
Brendan Moyse.  
 The concert will follow tea and coffee after the service, 
including a light lunch for those staying. The concert is 
expected to commence around 12.30pm (for 30–40 
minutes).  

 
 
Community Garden 
 The community garden has a new member. Welcome 
to Wanda Carter. 

JENNY WARNER 

mailto:dfreesmith@gmail.com
mailto:dfreesmith@gmail.com
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RECYCLING CENTRE 
 A new recycling centre has been set up in the manse 
laundry to collect small/dangerous/useful items that 
should not go into your recycling bin. From time to time 
these items will be taken to Adelaide City Council for 
recycling. 
 The only acceptable items are: 
 

Fluro tubes Light globes 
X-rays Plastic bread tags 
Mobile phones & tablets  Eyeglasses      
Batteries Printer cartridges 
E-waste, cords & chargers Blister packs           

 

 Please do not put any other items into the box in the 
hope that they will be acceptable, thanks. 

JENNY WARNER 

CHRISTINE’S CREATIVITY 
In the Spirit 
 Over lunch with a few friends, which included beer for 
starters, discussion led to the merits of ‘to-drink-or-not-to-
drink?’ That was the question. After much serious thought 
and sharing I was reminded of my mother. 
 Setting the scene ... 
Eva Clarissa, a product of her 
time, born 1902 of Methodist 
parents, she grew up in the 
suburbs of London. She later 
became Salvation Army. (Both 
churches ardent non-drinkers.) 
She trained and became a SA 
Officer. Qualifying, she was 
subsequently sent to a country 
corps (church) with a young 
woman Lieutenant.  
 Eva related her first experience of pastoral care. She 
left her Lt to other duties while she went by bicycle, in a 
full SA uniform and bonnet, to visit an elderly, house-
bound couple. After a time of chatting, a bible reading and 
prayer, she stood up to leave. Because it was a hot 
summer day, they offered her a glass of elderberry wine. 
‘No thank you, I do not drink alcohol’ to which he replied 
‘this is not alcohol, we made it ourselves’. Having been 
reassured, Eva sat down again and imbibed in not one, 
but two glasses of this delicious non-alcoholic drink!! 
 Sometime later her Lt, concerned for her absence and 
being country-born, took off to find my mother and found 
Eva Clarissa, sitting in a gutter with her bicycle somewhat 
mangled, a smile on her face and her bonnet eschew on 
her head. A happy drunk in the ‘spirit’. And very 
embarrassed thanks ....  

CHRISTINE MASON 
SHADY GROVE  
News 
 Fourteen people attended our March combined 
service led by our Minister Kris Hanna. We were minus 
our regular musician Brendan Moyse, who had come 
down with Covid. (Wishing you a speedy recovery Brendan.)  
 Brendan’s absence caused a bit of uncertainty when 
Kris’s computer set up for the music let us down at the 
crucial moment. Never mind, from the congregation came 
a voice ‘I can give it a go on the organ if you like!’ Although 
the organ hasn’t been used for several years, 
Annette Taylor valiantly played the music for There is 
more love somewhere, and led by John Eaton’s beautiful 
voice, we gave it our best! 

 Kris’s address on ‘The Matrix’ set us all into serious 
thinking mode. Overall, a delightful session in our nearly 
165-years-old Shady Grove building, followed by a very 
pleasant, shared lunch on the decking of the hostel. We 
couldn’t have done without the presence and help of 
John Eaton and Richard Mayo, who helped with the 
church building shutters and candle repairs and managed 
some bush weeding as well. The ever-reliable 
Sandy Schultheis and Yvonne Barrett helped with setting 
up and Clive Philpott and Brian Simpson attended to 
washing-up duty. 
 A Shady Grove quarterly meeting was held at Shady 
Grove on Wednesday 8 March. We appreciated our 
Minister Kris Hanna’s attendance. Quite a few topics 
were covered, with several to be followed up, one being 
on how to celebrate Shady Grove’s 165th birthday later in 
the year. We were interested to hear some emerging 
thoughts on Shady Grove from Kris. 
 May is normally scheduled for our second annual 
combined Norwood/Shady Grove service. Instead, it will 
be held in July with Kris Hanna providing the Address, 
and Jennie Dyster the Leader for that day. Although very 
chilly at Shady Grove in July, the service will be held in 
the hostel, which we are assured will be cosy and warm 
with the fire going. More details in the next newsletter re 
2 July—a possibility of hot soup and mulled wine maybe?! 
Shady Grove dates to remember 
 

Sunday 2 April at 4pm   *Note daylight saving time change. 
 Vespers Service 
 Leader:  Rev. Jo Lane 
 Address: ‘Trust’ 
 Music:    Rev. Jo Lane 
 Wardens:   Judy & Eric Miles 
  Shared meal to follow. 
Sunday 7 May at 4pm 
 Vespers Service 
 Leader:  John Eaton 
 Wardens:  Jill & Murray Dunn 
  Shared meal to follow. 
Sunday 4 June at 4pm 
 Vespers Service 
 Leader:  John Hall 
 Wardens:  Yvonne & Darrell Barrett and  
   Margaret Smith 
  Shared meal to follow. 
Fire or Severe Weather 
 If you are planning to attend a service or event at Shady 
Grove, please check the weather forecast for Mt Barker. The 
forecast is accessible the night before on 
http://www.bom.gov.au/sa/forecasts/mount-barker.shtml, or on 
the ABC News. If the forecast is for Extreme or Catastrophic fire 
danger, or a Severe Weather warning, the event will be 
cancelled. 
 If a combined Shady Grove/Norwood service (usually held on 
the first Sundays in March, May, and November) is cancelled, the 
service will be held at Norwood starting at 10.30am. 

Shady Grove bushcare and cemetery care 
 A weekly email will be sent to everyone who has 
expressed interest in helping, confirming whether bush or 
cemetery care will happen that week. If you do not already 
receive these emails and would like to, email 
jswwow@gmail.com and ask to be included. 

JENNY WARNER 

http://www.bom.gov.au/sa/forecasts/mount-barker.shtml
mailto:jswwow@gmail.com
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During the ‘blessings of the bags’ service 
late January, prior to the start of 

Semester 1, Kris Hanna engaged the 
children by individually interviewing them 

about their upcoming school year. 
Great initiative, Kris! 

On 19 March we had the pleasure of Dr Silma Ihram address the congregation on her journey  
with the Islam faith. Dr Ihram is an extremely well-educated Muslim, a mother of 6 and grandmother of 13. 

Not one to sit still, she is also currently studying permaculture. 
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DUTIES ROSTER 
Please make a note in your diaries for your scheduled rosters. If you are unable to take your turn on the rostered date, 

please contact another person on the same roster and arrange to interchange dates. 
 

 
 
 
    

GREETER WARDEN COFFEE & TEA FLOWERS SOUND 
 

TECH 
March 26 S Ahmed J Warner J Hall & S Schultheis J Heylen R Mayo G Shillabeer 

April 2 E Guess R Mayo R Mayo & M Chase J Heylen J Eaton J Eaton 

April 9 E Guess R Mayo S Schultheis & M Chase Tce Singers flowers J Eaton J Eaton 

April 16 C Mason C Mason R Mayo & volunteer Tce Singers flowers R Mayo R Mayo 

April 23 C Lykos J Warner E Guess & volunteer Tce Singers flowers J Eaton J Eaton 

April 30 C Mason C Mason J Hall & S Schultheis Tce Singers flowers R Mayo G Shillabeer 

May 7 E Guess R Mayo R Mayo & M Chase J Heylen J Eaton J Eaton 

May 14 C Mason C Mason R Mayo & volunteer Tce Singers flowers R Mayo R Mayo 

May 21 C Lykos J Warner E Guess & volunteer Tce Singers flowers J Eaton J Eaton 

May 28 E Guess R Mayo S Schultheis & M Chase Tce Singers flowers J Eaton J Eaton 

June 4 C Mason C Mason R Mayo & S Schultheis J Heylen R Mayo R Mayo 
 

 

 

 

 

The DEADLINE for copy for the JUNE–JULY 2023 NEWSLETTER is SUNDAY 21 MAY 2023. 
Please ensure that our newsletter editor for this edition, Aaron Poeze, has your WRITTEN items (preferably transmitted 
via email as in-line text or an attached Word file to aaronpoeze@gmail.com by (preferably before) this date. 
'Like' our church’s Facebook page: SA Unitarians. Our Twitter account is: @saunitarians (follow this and share 
Tweets). 

HELP! 
A VOLUNTEER URGENTLY NEEDED TO TAKE OVER THE  

ABOVE ROSTERING FOR THE NEWSLETTER  
(TWO-MONTHLY BASIS) 

….. NOT AS ONEROUS AS IT LOOKS! 

mailto:aaronpoeze@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/saunitarians/
https://twitter.com/saunitarians
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